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Artist rendering of Oakland Museum of CA renovations

Photo: courtesy Mark Cavagnero Associates, San Francisco

The Bay A rea's sma ller c it ies ha ve a lways be en o vershadowe d b y gl amorous  bi g s ister S an Fr ancisco, but  t hey i n fa ct  produc e muc h of t he  cul ture  t ha t  ends

up i n t he  downt own ga lleri es ne ar Uni on S qua re , and e ven i n t he  hi pster e nclaves of S oMa, sout h of Ma rket  St reet . Thi s i s pa rt icularl y t rue  of Oa kl and,

whi ch o ver t he  pa st  de cade ha s de velope d a  vi br ant  a rt  scene, oft en c ompa red wi th B rookl yn' s. Thi s be come s pa rt icularl y e vi dent  on t he fi rs t  Fri day of t he

mont h duri ng A rt  Murmur , whe n s ome  t went y pa rt icipat ing ga lleri es, ma ny a rt ist- run,  stay ope n l ate, a t t ract ing s izeable crowds  of y oung a rt  l overs  ( or

ma ybe  j ust  l overs) , and de cent -sized numbe rs  of t he  more  sedate. One  re gul ar out -of- town vi sitor e nt hu sed on Y elp:  " Out rageous ly dre ssed pe opl e donni ng

tut us and s ippi ng be er from a  brown ba g? Che ck.  Spont aneous  v ocal pe rforma nces whe re  y ou' re  not  sure  i f i t 's an a rt ist  or a  crazy pe rson? Che ck.  Massive

crowd t ha t  coul d e asily be  de fined a s a  mob i f i t  we ren' t  for t he  obvi ous  hi ppi e vi be? Che ck.  Huge  v ariety of a rt , bot h di sturbi ng a nd wonde rful ? Che ck.

Hipsters , pos ers , scenesters , ki ds, and a rt ists a ll ge t t ing a long? Che ck.  Easy t o bl end i n or s tand ou t ...and i t  doe sn' t  ma t ter e ither w ay? Che ck. "

Such c arni valesque , egalitari an e xt ravagance mi ght  sugge st  hi ppi e or Ne w A ge ori gins, or s ome  ma rri age of B urni ng Ma n a nd t he Bay t o B reakers  r ace,

wi th i ts bi zarre ly c ostume d a nd e ven na ked j ogge rs , but  Oakl and' s colorful  a rt  scene de velope d be cause of t he  economi c hi j inks  of t he  re al estate ma rk et  i n

the late ' 90s. At  t ha t  t ime , fl ouri shing dot com c ompa nies and a  ri sing D ow fos tered a  gl ut  of c ons t ruc t ion i n S an Fr ancisco. Thi s ge nt ri fi ers ' dre am,  dubbe d

Manha t tani zat ion b y i ts cri t ics, w as promot ed b y ma yors  who e nvi sione d t he pa yrol l t axes from t he ne w corpor ate he adqua rt ers  as t he fut ure  fi nancial ba se

for t he  city, re placing re venue s from fa iling t radi t iona l bl ue-col lar i ndus t ri es. By da y, t he  corpor ate creat ives woul d work i nside t he ne w hi gh- ri se hi ves;  by

night , t hey woul d be come  l ifestyl e cons ume rs  in t he ir l ive-work c onvert ed ol d w arehous es, chi chi  $ 400K loft s compl etely uns ui table for me ssy c reat ive

work.  Seri ous  art ists pri ced out  l eft  San Fr ancisco i n dro ves, fi ndi ng fi xer-uppe rs  acros s t he Bay B ri dge , and Oa kl and,  t o i ts credi t , support ed t he eme rgi ng

art  scene wi th mode st  fundi ng a nd a ssistance ( though not  wi thout  an oc casiona l prod from t he fi ercely commi t ted,  e lect roni cally c onne cted a rt  communi ty) .

Not  a ll t he  art ists mo ved from S an Fr ancisco, of c ours e. Many a lumni  of B erk eley, Mi lls, and t he Californi a Col lege of A rt s a lready kne w t he East  Bay t o be

re lat ively a fforda ble and l ivable, and found w ays t o put  down root s. The re sul t  i s t he  curre nt  East  Bay s cene, cent ered i n Oa kl and,  but  ext endi ng nort h t o

Eme ryvi lle and B erk eley, wi th i ts t radi t iona lly unt radi t iona l v alues, and s out h t o t he  Jingl etown ne ighborhood of Oa kl and a nd a dj oining A lame da ( whi ch

have j ust  i naugur ated a  Second Fri day a rt  w alk of t he ir own) . The y out hful , do- it -yours elf s pi ri t  fi nd s conge nial soi l he re ;  i n a ddi t ion,  t here  i s more

empha sis on a rt  ma ki ng a s a  w ay of l ife  r ather t han a s a  career pa th,  as ma y be  found i n t he  pri cier, more  compe t it ive and c ompa rat ively s tuffi er S an

Francisco a rt  scene. Whi le t he  East  Bay i s ha rdl y " laid ba ck"  i n t erms  of a ct ivi ty, a  pa lpably more  collegial, support ive spi ri t  doe s pre vail.  There  i s a lso a

wi de r ange  of v enue s, mos t  of t hem run b y a rt ists. Nonprofi ts l ike Oakopol is, None Such S pace and R ed D oor S pace in Oa kl and func t ion a s a lterna t ive

spaces purs uing s pecifi c esthet ic or s ociopol it ical i nt erests, whi le ot hers  l ike LoB ot  Gallery a nd 2 1 Grand func t ion a s expe ri me nt al spaces ope n t o

installat ion a nd pe rforma nce. That  said,  t hos e ga lleri es t ha t  seek t o s how , promot e, and s ell pre domi nant ly s tat ic works  of a rt , and he lp s upport  t he ir

art ists, a re  t he foc us he re :  ga lleri es such a s Joha nsson Proj ects and S warm Ga llery i n Oa kl and,  and Traywi ck Cont empor ary i n B erk eley. The vi abi lity of t he

ent ire  East  Bay a rt  scene wi ll de pend on t he abi lity of t hese and ot her ga lleri es t o de velop t he local col lector ba se and go be yond t he re gion for s upport  as

we ll.

These ga lleri es ma ke t ha t  case. The art ists t hey e xhi bi t  a re  oft en ( but  not  exclusively)  eme rgi ng t alent s in t he ir t hi rt ies and fort ies who a t tende d a rt  school

locally a nd ma ke wi t ty a nd s ome t ime s imma culately c raft ed work from humbl e or unus ua l ma teri als l ike cardboa rd,  pa per, phot ogr aphs , clot h,  wi re , and

tape. They oft en e mbr ace labori ous  or a rcane proc esses l ike pa per-cut t ing,  embroi dery a nd s t itching,  as we ll as labori ous  and a rcane comput er de sign,  and

generally e schew o vert  i llusioni sm or me taphor;  i n k eeping wi th pre vi ous  nort hern Ca liforni a t radi t ion  ( Beat , Funk,  Bay A rea fi gur at ion) , pri vate na rr at ives

(about  whi ch t he art ists are  some t ime s evasive or s ecre t ive)  a re  oft en i nvolved,  and a rt  t heory i s accorde d,  i n ge neral, a  prope r ba lance of re spect  and
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skept icism.

Located upt own a t  t he  he art  of t he  Art  Murmur fe st ivi t ies a t  2 3rd S t reet  and Telegr aph A venue  i s Joha nsson Proj ects, known for i ts sma ll a rcaded ga llery

surmount ed b y a rt ist  Mi sako I naoka 's moc k-verda nt  ceiling a nd i ts wi t t ily e nt it led s hows  ( e.g., Tickl ing T hicket , Col lapsitalism,  Flami ng Furbe lows )  of

elegant ly s ubv ers ive obj ects. Repre sent ing a mong ot hers , mi xed- me dia pa int ers / col lagists Val Bri t ton,  Ama nda  Hughe n,  Tadashi  Mori yama  and K aty S tone ,

and s culpt ors  Kri st ina  Lewi s and Mi chael Meyers , Ki mbe rl y Joha nsson ha s created i n onl y t wo a nd a  ha lf y ears , by ge neral cri t ical cons ensus, one  of t he

best  and mos t  cons istent  y oung c ut t ing- edge  ga lleri es in t he  Bay A rea.

Closer t o t he  Bay, ne ar Ja ck London S qua re , i s Svea Lin Vezzone 's Swarm Ga llery, whi ch j ust  celebr ated i ts t hi rd bi rt hda y. The large , a iry ga llery s pace i s

fi nancially s upport ed i n pa rt  by re nt al studi os t ha t  share  t he bui lding,  and i t 's ne xt  door t o t he  non profi t  ProA rt s wi th i ts di verse me mbe rship, so Swarm,

perha ps accordi ngl y, shows  a  wi de r ange  of a rt ists and s tyl es, i ncludi ng Ma rk B augh- Sasaki 's woode n a nd s teel sculpt ure s, John Ca sey' s dr awn a nd c arv ed

comi c grot esque s, Jeff Ei senbe rg' s dr awi ngs  of i ma ginary bui ldings , Eri k Fri edma n' s layered dr awi ngs  o f urba n i ma gery, Andre w Junge 's pa int ings  of j unk i n

theat ri cal set t ings , Josh K eyes' mus eo- ecologi cal surre alist  pa int ings , and A ndy V ogt 's a rchi tectur al col lages from s cavenge d wood.  I n a ddi t ion,  a  de dicated

proj ect  room fe ature s installat ion works .

A fe w mi les nort h,  i n B erk eley, i s Traywi ck Cont empor ary, l ocated i n a  large , ope n- plan c ont empor ary a part me nt  t ha t  serv es as an i deal showc ase for t he

works  selected b y K at ri na  Traywi ck.  Such works  include  Johnna  Arnol d' s phot o mos aics, Denni s Begg' s re work ed found phot ogr aphs , Kate Farr all's pa per

phot o l ands capes, Ama nda  Haas' woode n boul ders  wi th s teel pa tches, Amy K aufma n' s loosely ge ome tri c abst ract  pa int ings , Denni s McLeod' s ink di pt ychs,

Susan Ma rt in' s conc ept ua l sculpt ure s, Kelsey Ni chol son' s art ifi cial di orama s, Robe rt  Ort ba l's synt het ic bot ani cal sculpt ure s, Li sa Solomon' s sculpt ur al doi lies,

Tony Tredw ay' s humorous  installat ions , Ann W eber' s huge  gourd- like v essels, and Me gan W ilson' s suede- frame d mi xed- me dia col lages. The profe ssiona l

emi nence of Joha nsson,  Swarm a nd Traywi ck,  howe ver, a re  not  t he  whol e story .

Many ot her fi ne  Oakl and ga lleri es a lso de serv e me nt ion,  among t hem:  Blanks pace, Compound,  Float , Fort , Front , Joyce Gordon,  Hatch,  I nfe rno , Kuhl ,

Maniac, Mercury 2 0, Que rcus and R owan Morri son Ga llery whi ch wi ll be  exhi bi t ing " Resound"  by a rt ist  Carl  Auge  in A ugus t , and a lso c arri es a  large  select ion

of a rt ist  books  and zi nes. Movi ng be yond c omme rc ial ga lleri es, t he  Berk eley A rt  Cent er a nd t he Richmon d A rt  Cent er a lso a ppe ar t o ne wl y re -energi zed.

Perha ps mos t  signi fi cant , t he  t wo l arge st  cul tur al i nst itut ions  in t he  re gion a re  ge ari ng up for ma jor  impro veme nt s. The Oakl and Mus eum of Ca liforni a

(OMCA) , curre nt ly c elebr at ing i ts fort ieth a nni versary, i s unde rgoi ng a  ma jor $ 58 mi llion t ransforma t ion,  whi ch i s t o i nclude  an e xpa nsion of i ts l andma rk

Kevi n Roche bui lding a nd a  sweeping re installat ion of i ts nume rous  col lect ions . The re novat ion wi ll a ffect  a lmos t  every a spect  of t he  3 00,000 squa re - foot

Museum,  addi ng ne w i nt erpre t ive di splays, storage fa cilit ies, and e xhi bi t ion s pace for i ts a rt  col lect ion;  t he  mus eum wi ll c lose on A ugus t  2 3 and re ope n i n

the spri ng of 2 010, whi le work on t he second pha se of t he  re novat ion wi ll cont inue  unt il 2 012. Meanwhi le, t he  UC B erk eley A rt  Mus eum a nd Pacifi c Fi lm

Archive ( BAM/ PFA) , unde r t he  gui dance of D irector La wre nce R.  Rinde r, i s compl et ing t he de sign s tage o f a  br and ne w bui lding t o be  de signe d b y t he

Japanese fi rm of T oyo I to & A ssociates. The inno vat ive gri dl ike, curvi ng s t ruc ture  wi ll bri ng t he mus eum c loser t o t he  city' s downt own a rt s di st ri ct  ( and t o t he

BART ma ss t ransit  l ine)  and i s slated t o ope n i n 2 013.

Despi te t he  economi c unc ert aint y e verywhe re , t he  fut ure  of t he  East  Bay' s art  scene looks  sangui ne. But  a lready t he inno vat ion,  creat ivi ty a nd c oope rat ion on

display i n Oa kl and a nd B erk eley i s set t ing a n i mpre ssive pa ce for t he  large r j ewe l- like city a cros s t he ba y.
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